Creating Search Queries in the DataSet Designer

When you create a query in Access, use the ? sign to indicate a parameter. In the SQL below, notice we are going to pass LastName to the SQL engine from our application. Think of it as a variable just like when you create a method and pass something to it. In this case, it will look for an exact match on last name.
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Specify a SQL SELECT statement t
The SELECT statement will be used by the query.

3

Type your SQL statement or use the Query Builder to construct it. What data
should be loaded into the table?

What data should the table load?

SELECT City, CustiD, Fax, FirstName, LastName, Middlelnit, State, -
StreetAddress, Tele, Zip

FROM  Customers

WHERE (LastName = ?)

Query Builder...
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To search for part of a last name (pattern), create another query (using the Dataset designer) and give it a new name. Then, change your parameter to the sample below where I use a % sign (wildcard). This will tell SQL to find the last name that starts with my parameter and take all characters afterwards. Notice you use the LIKE operator/keyword to do this.
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Specify a SQL SELECT statement t
The SELECT statement will be used by the query.
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Type your SQL statement or use the Query Builder to construct it. What data
should be loaded into the table?

What data should the table load?

SELECT City, CustiD, Fax, FirstName, LastName, Middlelnit, State, -
StreetAddress, Tele, Zip

FROM  Customers

WHERE (LastName LIKE ? + %)

Query Builder...
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