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Please review the PDF file Getting Started with NetBeans to learn how to create a new GUI project and a 
new form. This file explains how to create and use radio buttons. 
 
When one of a group of radio buttons is selected, the others must be simultaneously deselected. To 
enable this behavior, they must be part of a button group.  
 
Viewing your form in Design mode, go to the Palette window. In the Swing Controls section, click on 
Button Group and drag it to your form.  

   
 
The ButtonGroup control has no visible interface! 
It does appear however in the Navigator window 
as a component on your form as shown here: 

 

Right-click on the ButtonGroup icon and select 
Change Variable Name.  

 
 

Give it a new name. 

 
 

Create a radio button by dragging it from Swing 
Controls to your form. 

 
Right-click on the new radio button to set its 
name properties: 

 Edit text changes the caption. 
 Variable name changes the code name 
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Click once to highlight the button.  
In the Properties palette, click on ButtonGroup, 
then select the name of your button group. 

 
Create additional buttons. Edit their names and 
assign them to the same button group. They now 
appear in the Navigator window. 
 

 
 
Save your project, then build it. Click the Run button. On the first try, you may see this dialog: 

 

 

 
Select the highlighted class and click OK.  
 
The new form now opens up. Experiment with 
clicking the various buttons. When you click any of 
them, the others are automatically deselected. 

 

 
 

A panel has no effect on button selection behavior, 
but it provides a visual frame for a set of buttons or 
check boxes. Panel controls are located in the 
Swing Containers section of the palette. Drag the 
panel icon to your form. 
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While not easy to see, the new panel is now 
present in your form. Drag each of your buttons 
onto the panel. 

   

After you do this, the Navigator window shows that 
they have all become members of that panel. 

 
 

 
The rest of this document illustrates various options for formatting a panel of radio buttons.  
 
In the Properties window, you can edit the appearance of the border and other elements. 

   
 
It would be nice to clean up 
the arrangement of the 
buttons inside the panel. 

 

Right-click inside the panel in an area where there are no buttons. 
Choose Set Layout and experiment with the various options 
displayed in the submenu. 
If you don’t like your choice: Edit menu  Undo (Ctrl+Z)—or just 
select a different layout. Shown below are some examples: 

 
 

Absolute design 

 

Border layout 

 
 

Box layout 

 
 
You can experiment with other 
interesting options… 
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For example, Enclose in  Internal Frame 

results in this                                           

 
 

   

Undoing the previous layout: right-click on a 
blank area of the panel  Set Layout  Free 
Design. 

 

I added more radio buttons and repeated my layout 
experiments. Here are some results: 

 
Free design with black matte border 

 

Border layout again (very attractive with three radio 
buttons but with eight buttons, what happened to Blue, 
Lilac and White? ) 

 

 
Flow layout: 

 
 
Box layout (compare the button spacing to Flow layout) 

 
 
Absolute layout (what happened to Lime)? 
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After returning to Free Design: right-click a blank area of the panel  Properties  click the ellipsis (…) 
next to the border property. 

 

 
 
When you click on the ellipsis, the custom editor opens for setting the border style, color and other 
effects. The options vary according to the selected border type. This one displays the settings for a titled 
border. 

 

 

Shown here is a titled border: 

 
 
A line border with blue color, 
rounded corners, thickness = 4. 

 
 


